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Customs and Excise should therefore remain with the Imperial
Parliament during the war and for. the ultimate settlement a
Joint Exchequer Board and a Royal Commission should be
provided.
As for the special claims of Ulster there might be additional
representatives for Unionists, an Ulster Committee within
the Irish Parliament " to modify or if necessary to exclude the
application to Ulster of certain measures . . . not consonant
with the interests of Ulster," and the Irish Parliament might
meet in alternate sessions in Dublin and Belfast.
And the letter ended with an appeal to the Ulster representa-
tives " to return to the Convention with authority to express
acceptance of the principles of a single legislature for an united
Ireland and to state the conditions and safeguards which are
necessary to make the idea of such a Parliament acceptable to
their constituencies."
It must have been evident to Carson, from the equivocal
passage quoted, that Mr. Lloyd George was prepared to shuffle
in the matter of Customs, and either did not intend a " true
federation " or did not see that true federation and a separate
fiscal system were incompatible.
The letter, then, did not altogether remove the impression
which Lady Carson suggests in an entry under the 20th February,
1918: " Mr. Barrie came down for an hour to talk to Edward
about the Convention and Lloyd George's part in it. He seems
to be acting very slyly. ..."
On Sunday the 24th there was what must have been a very
interesting tea-party at the Beach Hotel. It is best described
in the words of Lady Carson:
" The Prime Minister, Lord Milner, General Wilson and
Colonel Hankey arrived for tea. The P.M. said he wanted
Edward back as soon as possible. I said e Then you must give
Ulster all she wants ' ... Of course they were all charming. I
think they are bent on keeping Edward in a good humour or
trying to. General Wilson wasn't in nearly such good spirits
as usual and I think with all his scheming he isn't as happy as
* he was before. . . . Colonel Hankey charming and so was Lord
Milner and we really had a very cheerful tea-party which was
funny/'